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taxes, and in their confusing the two concepts of value and price. 
Even where the factors which determine value are understood 
there is little clear thinking upon the relationship of these factors 
to one another. 

The first part of the work is concerned with a study of both the 
theory and the present practice of value-increment taxation. The 
second part deals largely with present day tendencies ; and 
more concern is shown for the development of direct, as against 
indirect, taxation; the latter form having spread more widely 
and being better known. An incisive analysis is made of the tax 
upon the unearned increment of value, both from an administrative 
as well as from a theoretical standpoint. 

Herr Weissenborn discusses in particular the peculiar and dis- 
tinctive features of various forms of value-increment with a view 
to discovering their bearing upon a general system of taxation; 
the fundamental considerations involved in the taxation of value- 
increment; the indirect business-tax; the direct ground-tax; and 
finally he attempts to estimate the place of such taxes in imperial, 
state and municipal budgets. Germany has done pioneer work 
in the taxation of the unearned increment; and the present work 
is both a scholarly and practical presentation of this increasingly 
important subject. 

Wilxiam Walker Swanson. 

Queen's University, Kingston, Canada. 
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Industrial Causes of Congestion in New York City. By Edward 
Ewing Pratt. Columbia University Studies in History, 
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The purpose of the above study is to find out to what degree 
industrial distribution is responsible for the existing congestion 
of population in certain parts of New York City. First are 
given the statistics of congestion, then the results of an inquiry 
into the causes of the location of factories in different districts of 
the city, and finally a study of the distribution of workers ac- 
cording to distance from the place of employment, and hours of 
work, wages, nationality and sex. 

The tables show an interestingly close variation of distance of 
residence from work (residence-mobility) inversely with the length 
of the working day, and directly with the rate of wages, indi- 
cating that not sheer human perversity but some fundamental 
economic cause is acting to cluster human beings into the im- 



